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D r .  Harold Varmus, 
Department o f  Microbio logy ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  of  C a l i f o r n i a  Medical C e n t r e ,  
SAN FRANCISCO, 94143 CA U.S .A .  

Dear D r .  Varmus, 

I w r i t e  c o n c e r n i n g  two p o i n t s .  

The f i r s t  i s  my c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  those a t  CTC Medical C e n t r e  
who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  Na tu re  Conference  on "Genes and Systems 
i n  Development". I t h o u g h t  there w e r e  v e r y  good summary p a p e r s  
p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h a t  meet ing .  What w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c l ea r  w a s  
t h e  dominant r o l l  of UC Medical C e n t r e  i n  such  work. I s p e n t  
4 ve ry  e n j o y a b l e  y e a r s  a t  UC Medical C e n t r e  1970 - 1974 w i t h  
Hugh Fudenberg and have remained i n  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  Dan 
S t i tes  s i n c e  t h e n ,  as  w e  are  co-editors of t h e  Lange Book 
on Immunology. 

The second p o i n t  c o n c e r n s  a s u b j e c t  which has  i n t e r e s t e d  m e  
f o r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  namely A I D S .  Comments made a t  t h e  
A I D S  mee t ings  i n  Washington DC and d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  s p e a k e r s  
prompt m e  t o  raise t h i s  p o i n t  w i t h  you. I u n d e r s t a n d  you 
are  invo lved  w i t h  nomencla ture  of v i r u s e s  and  one of t h e  
main s o u r c e s  of  i r r i t a t i o n  t o  m e  a t  p r e s e n t  is  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  
way i n  which w e  have t o  w r i t e  HTLV-II I /LAV/ARV.  I t  i s  q u i t e  
a mouthfu l  and i s  p e r p e t u a t i n g  d e p a r t m e n t a l  and a t  t i m e s  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n i m o s i t y .  I spoke w i t h  J a y  Levy. There have  
been many s u g g e s t i o n s  eg, HAV canno t  be c o n s i d e r e d  as  it 
i s  used  for  H e p a t i t i s  A v i r u s .  For  obv ious  r e a s o n s ,  t h e  
tongue-in-cheek s u g g e s t i o n  of  HPV fo r  "human p o o f t e r  v i r u s "  
is  e q u a l l y  u n a c c e p t a b l e .  One is  f o r c e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  e i ther  
t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  s u g g e s t e d  by F l o s s i e  Wong-Staal, t h a t  is 
HALV for  Human A I D S  Lymphocytotropic  v i r u s ,  o r  i n  my o p i n i o n ,  
HARV for  Human A I D S  R e t r o v i r u s .  H is e s s e n t i a l  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  
it from s imian  and f e l i n e  r e t r o v i r u s e s .  I do n o t  h o l d  a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  view as t o  whether  it s h o u l d  be RV f o r  
r e t r o v i r u s  or  LV f o r  l ymphocy to t rop ic  v i r u s .  RV would have 
one p r e f e r e n c e  i n  it does n o t  i d e n t i f y  t h e  charac te r i s r t ic  
main t a rge t  of these p a r t i c u l a r  group of v i r u s e s ,  lymphocytes.  
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I fee l  however it i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  A ( f o r  A I D S )  must be 
i n  t h e  name. I t  would be c r a z y  t o  i g n o r e  t h e  obv ious  p o i n t  
t h a t  it is  A I D S  which has  h igh l igh ted  t h i s  g roup  of v i r u s e s  
and pushed them i n t o  t h e  Medical and P u b l i c  a r e n a .  Over 
ha l f  t h e  r e q u e s t s  my l a b o r a t o r y  r e c e i v e s  f o r  t h e  tes t  s imply  
s a y  "AIDS Antibody".  T o  t r y  and e d u c a t e  them t o  a v i r u s  
t h a t  d o e s n ' t  have A I D S  i n  it i n  t h i s  s e t t i n g  i s  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  
unsound. I would assume t h e  o n l y  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  e x c l u d i n g  
t h e  name A I D S  f rom t h e  name of t h e  v i r u s  is  it may u p s e t  
some peop le .  

I n  summary therefore I fee l  it is  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  a Committee 
f o r  Nomenclature of  V i r u s e s  establishes,  as soon as p o s s i b l e ,  
a s a t i s f a c t o r y  s i n g l e  name f o r  t h i s  v i r u s .  I t  can  be t h e n  
be p r e s e n t e d  t o  ed i tors  of j o u r n a l s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
name f o r  t h e  v i r u s  and it must be i n c l u d e d  i n  a l l  m a n u s c r i p t s .  
I f  t h e  a u t h o r  chooses  t o  t h e n  fol low-up w i t h  h i s  own p e t  
a l t e r n a t i v e  name t h e n  t h a t  is a n  e d i t o r i a l  d i s c u s s i o n  n o t  
a s c i e n t i f i c  d i s c u s s i o n .  The u s e  of a f o u r  l e t t e r  name does 
n o t  p r e c l u d e  t h e  u s e  of  s u b s c r i p t s  w i t h  a t w o  or  three le t te r  
code and a numeric  component t o  i n d i c a t e ,  where n e c e s s a r y ,  
t h e  a c t u a l  s o u r c e  of  a p a r t i c u l a r  i so la te .  On t h o s e  grounds  
I would s u g g e s t  t e r m s  HARV or HALV. 

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  

J. Viv ian  W e l l s ,  MD, FRACP, FRCPA, FACP 
S e n i o r  S t a f f  S p e c i a l i s t  i n  C l i n i c a l  Immunology 


